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FSQR@20 

CII Food Safety, Quality & Regulatory Summit- 20th Edition 

Navigating the Next Decade: Trust, Technology, ESG & Transformation  

in Food Safety & Laws 

28 – 29 April 2026 | New Delhi 

1000 – 1115 hrs | Opening Plenary  
FSQR@20: Navigating the Next Decade of Food Safety – From Global Vision to Industry 

Action 

 

 
 
 
 

Mr. SURESH CHITTURI 

Chairman, CII Committee on Animal Agriculture & 

Managing Director, Srinivasa Farms 

 

Suresh Chitturi is the Managing Director of Srinivasa Farms, one of India's foremost integrated poultry 
enterprises with over 60 years of excellence in breeding, processing, feed manufacturing, and soy oil 
extraction. A visionary business leader with deep roots in agri-food systems, Suresh has steered the 
company since 2000, driving sustainable growth through strategic expansion and technology 
adoption. 
He is the first Asian to serve as Chair of the International Egg Commission (IEC), a distinction that places 
him at the forefront of global conversations around food security, poultry standards, and livestock 
welfare. His advocacy focuses on eliminating nutritional deficiencies among women and children in 
India, with poultry positioned as a scalable vehicle of transformation and empowerment. 
Suresh holds an MBA from the Emory University Goizueta Business School (specialising in Marketing 
and Decision Analysis) and is currently a Doctoral Candidate in Business Administration with a focus 
on Generative AI at Golden Gate University. He also completed Executive Education in Leadership at 
Harvard Business School. 
Beyond the boardroom, he is passionate about wildlife conservation, photography, and cross-cultural 
exploration. 
 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

Business Strategy & Decision Analysis 
Integrated Poultry Value Chain Management 
Food Security & Nutritional Advocacy 
AI-Driven Business Transformation 

Global Industry Representation & Policy 
Entrepreneurship & Diversification 
Animal Welfare & Sustainable 
Agriculture 
Stakeholder Engagement & Government 
Relations 
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CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 

Srinivasa Farms & Srinivasa Hatcheries Ltd.- Vice Chairman & Managing Director (1993

Present) 

 Led the company for over 30 years, expanding from a regional operation to a nationally 
recognised integrated poultry enterprise employing thousands across India. 

 Diversified the business into chicken breeding, processing, feed manufacturing, and soy 
oil extraction, building one of India's most vertically integrated agri-food value chains. 

 Collaborated with Hy-Line International since 2017 to develop Srinivasa-Hy-Line-W80, a breed 
engineered for Indian farm economics and consumer nutrition needs. 

 Championed technology adoption from advanced genetics and bio-secure rearing to AI-
enabled farm management systems. 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)- Committee Leadership (2014
Present) 

 Currently serving as Chairman, CII Committee on Animal Agriculture (Jun 2025
Present) and Member of the Governing Council, CII-Jubilant Bhartia Food and 
Agriculture Center of Excellence. 

 Previously Co-Chair of the CII Animal Husbandry & Dairy Committee (2021 2025); 
also chaired the CII Andhra Pradesh committee (2014 2016). 

 Used these platforms to shape national agricultural policy and bridge the 
gap between industry stakeholders and government bodies. 

International Egg Commission (IEC)- First Asian Chair 

 Became the first Asian leader to Chair the IEC, representing India's poultry sector on 
the world stage and contributing to global discussions on egg safety, nutrition, and 
trade standards. 

 In 2023, Chitturi Jagapati Rao (Srinivasa Farms) received the IEC's prestigious 
'International Egg Person of the Year' award the first Asian recipient in the award's 
history. 

SVP India- Partner (2017 Present) 

 Active partner in SVP India, a network of social venture philanthropists supporting 
high-impact non-profits across Hyderabad. 

 

EDUCATION & CREDENTIALS 

Doctor of Business Administration (Candidate) Golden Gate University Gen AI Focus 2024 2027 

Executive Education in Leadership Harvard Business School 2020s 

MBA Marketing & Decision Analysis Emory University, Goizueta Business School 1996 1998 

Nutrition Science Certification Stanford Center for Health Education 2021 

B.E. Engineering RV College of Engineering 1988 1992 
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SPEAKING & ADVOCACY THEMES 

 Protein security and the role of affordable poultry in combating India's nutrition deficit 

 The economics of sustainable poultry: how India became the #2 egg producer and #4 
chicken producer globally 

 AI and Generative AI applications in agri-food business strategy 

 Media accountability and the dangers of misinformation in food and nutrition 

 Building 60-year businesses: lessons in governance, succession, and resilience 

 India’s Journey from protein-deficient to poultry powerhouse and what comes next 

 

 
Dr Sridhar Dharmapuri 
Stream Leader- Agriculture & Food Systems, Senior Food Safety 
and Nutrition Officer 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
Thailand 
 

 
Sridhar Dharmapuri is Senior Food Safety and Nutrition Officer at the FAO Regional Office for Asia and 
Pacific in Bangkok, Thailand and leads the Agriculture and Food Systems team which is implementing 
the food system transformation agenda in the region in close collaboration with the UN Food Systems 
Coordination Hub.  He is leading FAO’s work on strengthening core elements of national food control 
systems and supporting countries in the Asia-Pacific region on SPS measures and food standards 
including Codex. He has a doctorate in Life Sciences from the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology, 
Hyderabad, India and a Master of Business Administration from Kansas University, USA. 

 
 
1015–1115 hrs | Leadership Panel Discussion on Navigating the Next Decade Trust, 
Technology, ESG & Transformation in Food Safety 
 

 
 
Dr. Geemon Korah 
Executive Director, CEO 
Mane Kancor Ingredients Private Limited 
 
Dr. Geemon Korah, the Executive Director and CEO at Mane Kancor 

has played a key role in building the organization to what it is today. A graduate in Agriculture, a 
postgraduate in Business Management, he was recently awarded a Doctorate in Business 
Administration by the prestigious Annamalai University. He has also completed executive education 
from Harvard Business School, ISB Hyderabad and IIM Calcutta. He joined the organization in 1994 and 
since then, he has incubated and developed several new businesses within Mane Kancor, expanding 
into new geographies and maneuvering through several challenges. Since taking over as the CEO in 
2006, he has spearheaded the company through a 20-fold growth. He has successfully led the 
transition of Kancor to become one of the respected niche players in the naturals’ segment and 
initiated the joint venture with one of the world’s largest F&F firm, V Mane Fils of France. 
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Known for his team-building ability, paranoid optimism, inclusive growth and foresight, he has ardently 
propelled changes in the industry. With 3 decades of experience in the spices and flavors industry, Dr. 
Geemon holds office in several industry bodies and is a sought-after speaker at major industry forums.  

- Spearheaded the establishment of new spice industry global platform—the International Spice 
Conference (ISC) 

- Current Chair of International Federation of Essential Oils & Aroma Trades (IFEAT), the premier 
global body of the F&F Industry.  

- The Vice President of TiE Kerala for the term 2025-26. 
- Management Committee member of All India Spices Exporters Forum (AISEF) 
- The Past Chairman of Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) Kerala.  
- Angel Investor & mentor for startups 
- ‘Business Professional of the Year 2021’ by Dhanam Business Magazine  
- ‘CEO of the year 2022’ by the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India 

(ASSOCHAM) 
- ‘Business Leader of the year 2024’ by the Times of India Group. 

 

 
 

 

 

Mr. S. Swaminathan                                                                                               

Chief Executive Officer, 

Global Standards 1 (GS1) India  

 

Mr. Swaminathan has more than 34 years of experience across Automatic Data Capture Industry, 

software products & services sector with varied responsibilities which include channel development, 

supply chain management, sales/marketing and project management for domestic and international 

markets.  

He has been associated with GS1 India for over 15 years, where his leadership has transformed the 

organisation from a standards body into a standards‑based services organisation. He has been 

instrumental in strengthening the FMCG, retail, and e‑commerce ecosystems through initiatives that 

drive standardised product identification, trusted data exchange, and traceability solutions. He led the 

launch of DataKart, which is India’s national product data repository, to enable accurate and seamless 

product data exchange across FMCG companies, e‑commerce platforms, SMEs, etc. Swaminathan also 

pioneered the creation of the National Industry Forum for Retail (NIFR), a collaborative platform that 

brings together retailers, FMCG companies, and e‑commerce players.  

He has played a key role in conceptualising and implementing projects of national importance, 

including FASTag – Automated Toll Management system and ROHINI – Registry of Hospitals in Network 

of Insurance, adoption of 2D barcodes across various sectors, along with excise supply chain 

management initiatives across states. 

Prior to GS1 India, he served as Country Manager (Japan & South‑East Asia) with Newgen Software 

Technologies Ltd. and Country Manager (South‑Asia) with PSC Inc., USA. He also contributed to EAN 

India in its early years, driving membership growth and delivering supply chain data‑capture solutions. 

 



 

5 
 

 

He is an active member of various trade communities of retail & e-commerce. Mr. Swaminathan is an 

engineering graduate in Computer Science and an alumnus of Indian Institute of Foreign Trade. 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Smita Murthy 

India Representative 

Food Safety System Certification (FSSC) 

 

 

Smita Murthy is the Foundation FSSC Representative for India (also referenced as India and Sri Lanka 

/ South Asia Representative in FSSC communications). She is based in Mumbai and brings over two 

decades of experience in quality and food safety, largely with a leading global food and beverage 

company. She holds a master’s degree in microbiology and has audited manufacturing units 

worldwide for quality, food safety, environment, and safety standards. She has also headed analytical 

services in India for a global beverage multinational. Since 2018, she has worked as an independent 

consultant, delivering HACCP and food safety trainings, and in 2019 she joined FSSC as the local India 

Representative. 

1115 – 1230 hrs | Special Plenary Session  

Food Safety Risk Governance  
Enabling Regulatory Reforms & Risk - Informed Systems 

 

 

 

Mr. Piruz Khambatta 

Chairperson, CII FSQR Summit &  

Group Chairman Rasna International 

 

 

After completing his Degree in Biochemistry and bachelor’s degree in law Mr. Khambatta has attended 

several Management courses at Wharton School, Philadelphia, IIM Calcutta etc. and he has been 

awarded Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) in Entrepreneurship by Newport University, USA. Currently from 

the day of taking over as MD in 1997 he has ensured that Rasna becomes a Make in India brand and 

ensures that whatever we do follows the philosophy of an Indian brand that too with an idea of 

ensuring inclusive growth with the rural initiatives. Not only that by ensuring that establishment of 9 

factories spread across the country Rasna group is giving huge employment directly and indirectly to 

thousands, which helps him make the common man’s affordable drinks available in 1.8 million outlets 

with more than 90% market share in our category and presence in more than 53 countries. He is 

recipient of various awards for his company and at personal level including, Dadabhai Naorji Award,  
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WZCC Outstanding Zarathushti Entrepreneur 2021, Mother Teressa Award for Corporate Citizen 

2022.  He is Founder Trustee and Chairman of the CSR arms of his Company Areez Khambatta 

Benevolent Trust and Rasna Foundation giving yeoman services in the field of Education and Health 

care of needy underprivileged poor people.  

He also finds time to be associated with various Industry Organization such as Confederation of Indian 

Industries, All India Food Processors’ Association. He is Hon. Consul General South Korea, Gujarat, 

Ambassador Make In India, Director in NIFTEM National Institute of Technology Entrepreneur 

Marketing etc. to name a few, Past Chairman – CII Western Region, He is Chairman - Atmanirbhar 

Bharat Benevolent Foundation, Chairman - CII National Committee on Special Abilities, Past Chairman 

– CII Gujarat Council, Past President – All India Food Processors Association, Member MICA-EDC 

Advisory Council member Advisory Council, IIT Gandhinagar, Member Advisory Council Vibrant 

Gujarat, Government of Gujarat, a bi-annual event being organized by Government of Gujarat to 

attract foreign investments in India and potential collaboration with foreign companies, Member Food 

Processing Education Council, Government of India, Chairman CII National, Chairman - CII Task Force 

on Affirmative Action, to name a few. 

 

 

Dr. Samuel Godefroy 

Chief Operating Officer 

Global Food Regulatory Science Society (GFoRSS) & 

President- International Union of Food Science and Technology 

(IUFoST), Canada 

 

Dr. Godefroy has over 25 years’ experience in food regulatory science and policy including 15 years, at 

the Executive level leading food regulatory teams and organizations at Health Canada  

Prof. Godefroy was elected and serves as President of the International Union of Food Science and 

Technology IUFoST for the period 2024-2026.  

Prof. Godefroy is the founder and the current president of the Global Food Regulatory Science Society 

(GFoRSS), a disciplinary group of IUFoST aiming to promote food regulatory science disciplines at the 

international level. 

Samuel is currently Full Professor of Food Risk Analysis and Regulatory Policies at Laval University, in 

Quebec City, Canada and is leading the development of a Food Risk Analysis and Regulatory Excellence 

Platform (PARERA), hosted by the Institute of Nutrition and Functional Foods (INAF) of Université Laval. 

 

Supplemental  

Prof. Godefroy currently serves as a senior food science and regulatory expert on several advisory 

bodies and committees domestically and internationally, including on the International Advisory 

Committee of the China Centre for Food Safety Risk Assessment (CFSA). Prof. Godefroy also serves as 

a strategic and operational advisor to international food safety capacity building initiatives focused on  

https://parera.ulaval.ca/
https://parera.ulaval.ca/
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regulatory enhancement, implemented by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO) and the World Bank. 

 

 

 

Mr. Takayuki Hagiwara 

Representative in India 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

 

Mr Takayuki Hagiwara is appointed as the FAO Representative in India effective 29 May 2023, after 

serving as the Regional Programme Leader at the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in 

Bangkok, Thailand from January 2021. In this role, he has supported the regional office to implement 

FAO’s strategic framework and overseen the development and implementation of the programmes in 

the region, providing guidance to technical officers at the regional office and facilitate coordination 

with the FAO representatives in the region.  

 

 

Mr Hagiwara commenced his career at FAO as a Natural Resources Management Officer. He 

progressively took on greater responsibilities, serving as a Senior Natural Resources Management 

Officer from 2012 to 2015, and later as the Chief of the Asia and the Pacific Service from 2015 to 2020.  

During his career, Mr Hagiwara contributed to the preparation and implementation of various projects 

including those focused on community-based natural resources management, livelihood 

development, and the Farmer Field Schools.  

Mr Hagiwara, a national of Japan, holds a Master of Science in Forestry from Yale University with a 

focus on Participatory Resources Management in the United States. 

 

 

 

Shri Rajit Punhani, IAS  

Chief Executive Officer  

Food Safety & Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

 

A seasoned bureaucrat with over three decades of experience, Shri Punhani has a strong legacy in 
governance, public policy, and institutional management. He has held key roles at the District, State, 
and Central levels. At the district level, he served as Deputy Development Commissioner in tribal-
dominated Deogarh (now in Jharkhand) and as District Magistrate of Jamui and Buxar in Bihar, 
overseeing major government schemes and interacting closely with grassroots beneficiaries and field 
staff. 

At the state level, he served as Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, and as Secretary in departments 
such as Finance (Expenditure), Cooperatives, and Social Welfare. In Bihar, he supervised the Integrated  
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Child Development Services (ICDS), addressing maternal health issues and child malnutrition. He also 
employed Randomised Controlled Trials (RCTs) to assess government interventions—work later 
referenced in evidence-based policy lectures at Harvard’s Kennedy School. 

At the central level, he has contributed extensively to the security sector as Joint Secretary (Kashmir) 
and as Special Secretary & Financial Adviser in the Ministry of Home Affairs. He has also served as 
Director General, Labour Welfare; Chief Vigilance Officer in NTPC and Power Grid; Secretary of the 
Rajya Sabha; and Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development. He  has also dabbled in media as CEO, 
Sansad TV, and has gained international experience at the Indian Mission to the EU, Belgium, and 
Luxembourg in Brussels. He currently serves as CEO, FSSAI, the national authority for food safety and 
standards. 

1150 – 1230 hrs | Panel Discussion on Food Safety Risk Governance  

From Evidence to Regulatory Readiness 

 

 
 
 
Dr. Sheelendra Pratap Singh  

Scientist- Regulatory Toxicology 
CSIR-Indian Institute of Toxicology Research 
 
 

Dr. Sheelendra Pratap Singh received an M. Pharm (Pharmacology) degree from 
Manipal College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Manipal University, Karnataka. After M. Pharm, he 
worked as a Scientist at the Metabolism and Pharmacokinetics Division of Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories, 
Hyderabad. In the year 2007, he joined the Pharmacokinetics and Metabolism Division of CDRI, 
Lucknow, as a Ph.D. student. In 2011, he completed his Ph.D. and joined the Biocon-Bristol Myers 
Squibb R&D Centre in Bangalore as a Research Investigator. After more than 2 years of post-PhD 
industrial experience, he joined the Regulatory Toxicology group at CSIR-Indian Institute of Toxicology 
Research, Lucknow, as a Scientist (17 January 2014). 
Presently, he is the Scientist-E and the Scientist-in-Charge of the Toxicokinetics Laboratory at CSIR-
IITR, Lucknow. He is also in charge of the NABL facility for “Pesticide residue analysis in low-fat food 
commodities” and the “Proteomics and Metabolomics” facility at CSIR-IITR, Lucknow. His research 
group is presently working on various integrated approaches used for “Human Health Risk 
Assessment,” such as toxicokinetic studies, physiologically based toxicokinetic modeling (PBTK), 
proteomics analysis for disease biomarker identification, bioanalytical method development & 
validation for chemicals exposure analysis, and pesticide residues & contaminants analysis in food 
commodities for intake assessment. He has published more than 85 papers, 5 patents and several 
book chapters. He is the recipient of the Young Mass Spectrometrist Award by the Indian Society for 
Mass Spectrometry, the Bristol Myers Squibb R&D Star award, the Team Triumph award by Biocon-
Bristol Myers Squibb R&D Centre, Bangalore (2013), and the Japan Society for the Promotion of 
Science (JSPS) Fellowship award. He is an assessor for the National Accreditation Board for Testing and 
Calibration Laboratories (NABL) under ISO 17025. 
 
He has contributed to the formulation of guidance document of national importance released by 
FSSAI, New Delhi 1) “Guidance Document & Standard Operating Procedures for fixation of Maximum  
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Residue Limits (MRLs) of pesticides in food commodities” 2) “Guidance Document on Risk 
Assessment of Novel Foods and Food Additives.” 
He is a member of the Indian National Young Academy of Science, INSA, New Delhi. He has been a 
member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of CHIFSS (a Confederation of Indian Industry-
Hindustan Unilever Limited Initiative on Food Safety Sciences). 
He is an expert member of several National & International committees: 
➢ Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) 

➢ DBT Expert Committee for revisiting the extant guidelines of the application process and 

        approval of GM events in different crops 

➢ Scientific Panel on Food Additives, FSSAI, New Delhi 

➢ Scientific Panel on Pesticide Residues, FSSAI, New Delhi (2020 to 2022). 

➢ Codex Committee on Food Additives, India 

➢ Scientific working group on “Review of flavors”, FSSAI, New Delhi 

➢ Pesticides Sectional Committee (FAD 1), Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), New Delhi 

➢ Pesticide Residue Analysis Sectional Committee (FAD 27), BIS, New Delhi 

➢ Occupational Health & Safety Sectional Committee (CHD-08), BIS, New Delhi 

➢ Fragrance and Flavour Ingredients Sectional Committee (PCD 18) of BIS, New Delhi 

➢ Chemicals Hazards Sectional Committee (CHD 07), BIS, New Delhi 

➢ Environmental Services Sectional Committee (EED 05), BIS, New Delhi 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Paresh Govindlal Shah 

All timings are in Indian Standard Time (IST, UTC +5:30) Page 4 of 9 

Chair- FSSAI Scientific Panel on Pesticide Residues & 

Former Head- Pesticide Residue Laboratory, Anand Agricultural 

University 

 

Dr. Shah holds a Ph.D. in Agricultural Chemicals from the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), 

New Delhi (1994), and brings over 36 years of experience with the AINP on Pesticide Residue Scheme 

at ICAR-Unit, Anand Agricultural University, Gujarat, where he retired as Head of the Laboratory in 

March 2021. He currently serves as Chairman of the FSSAI Scientific Panel on Pesticide Residues (since 

March 2023). Over his career, he has authored more than 90 publications in national and international 

journals and led over 100 projects funded by central and state governments as well as the pesticide 

industry. His expertise has also been recognized internationally through professional visits to Taiwan, 

Japan, the USA, and Singapore. 
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Mr. Bobby Krishna 

Principal Food Safety Specialist 

Food Safety Department of Dubai Municipality 

 

 

Bobby has a master’s degree in food science and technology from the University of New South Wales 

and has been working with Dubai Municipality  since 2005.  At Dubai Municipality, he was instrumental 

in the development of some of the key food projects that include the design and development of 

Foodwatch- Dubai’s digital food safety management platform; risk based food inspection program; two 

editions of the Food Code, foodborne illness surveillance and investigation system, and the food 

manager’s certification program popularly known as the PIC Program. Bobby has also organized and 

managed several food safety conferences, workshops, scientific meetings, exhibitions and trainings in 

Dubai, the most popular and significant of them are the 19 editions of the annual Dubai International 

Food Safety Conference.  

He is a member of ICMSF and an advocate of data driven decision making in public health systems. 

Bobby is a recipient of the NSF International Food Safety Leadership Award as a Trendsetter and the 

Food Chain Leadership Award.  He has also received the President’s award from the International 

Association for Food Protection. 

 

 

 

Dr. A.K. Baruah 

Independent Expert- Food Safety & Science 

 

Dr A K Barooah is Former Director of Tea Research Association (TRA) 

Tocklai Tea Research Institute, the oldest and largest tea research institute in the world established in 

1911 at Jorhat.  An eminent tea scientist led a team of multidisciplinary experts at TRA focused on 

mitigating the sustainability challenges faced by the tea industry through innovative approaches in 

plant and soil health management, climate change, eco-friendly crop care and risk assessment, 

diversification and pursued work on health benefits of tea. 
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Mr. Adam Wood 

Food Safety Scientist & Toxicologist 

Unilever 

 

Adam Wood is a food safety scientist and toxicologist at Unilever, with over five years’ experience in 

the Safety, Environment and Regulatory Sciences (SERS) team, and holds undergraduate and master’s 

degrees in pharmacology from the University of Liverpool.   

Adam has led Food Drink Europe’s working group on non-animal methods and next generation risk 

assessment in food safety. The outcomes of this group were recently published in Regulatory 

Toxicology and Pharmacology, with Adam as first author on “Countdown to 2027 – maximizing use of 

NAMs in food safety assessment: closing the gap for regulatory assessments in Europe,” a paper that 

sets out a practical roadmap for integrating non-animal methods into EU food safety regulation as well 

as proposals for regulatory-relevant research initiatives to further minimize animal testing. 

 

1230– 1330 hrs | Plenary Session 1  

Digital Transformation of Food Safety Systems 

 

 

 

Ms. Eleonora Dupouy  

Food Safety & Quality Officer  

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)  

Italy 

 

Main areas of work include strengthening national food control systems, enhancing institutional 

capacities for preparedness, response and management of food safety 

emergencies, advocacy and support to policy dialogue on emerging food safety issues. Eleonora co-

authored the paper "Making food systems more resilient to food safety risks by including artificial 

intelligence, big data, and internet of things into food safety early warning and emerging risk 

identification tools”, coordinated the technical background “Early warning tools and systems for 

emerging issues in food safety” and co-lead the development of FAO Strategic Priorities for Food Safety 

within the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-2031. She is part of FAO/WHO INFOSAN Secretariat and is 

representing FAO in the Working Group of Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF). In 2025 

she was Vice-Chair of the STDF WG and Chair in 2026. Before joining the FAO, Dr Eleonora Dupouy  

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2F1541-4337.13296&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123761845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gRqQsA2dpkFtuQWkTgd3pxZKPEw63moNuee%2FN27a87E%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2F1541-4337.13296&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123761845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gRqQsA2dpkFtuQWkTgd3pxZKPEw63moNuee%2FN27a87E%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1111%2F1541-4337.13296&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123761845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gRqQsA2dpkFtuQWkTgd3pxZKPEw63moNuee%2FN27a87E%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.4060%2Fcc9162en&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123778222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pp9Vbahv8R6gaBYBtqPUgLCcx73NAqHoV1RommxiIRw%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.4060%2Fcc9162en&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123778222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pp9Vbahv8R6gaBYBtqPUgLCcx73NAqHoV1RommxiIRw%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fao.org%2Fdocuments%2Fcard%2Fen%2Fc%2Fcc4040en&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123790430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0MX0rd8CSCWAo%2BaXOHk7vhADgnnCsNQDe5abgKQYyAc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fao.org%2Fdocuments%2Fcard%2Fen%2Fc%2Fcc4040en&data=05%7C02%7Csaurabh.dwivedi%40cii.in%7C796431f1fe87444741c008dea1c42e3e%7Ce749ab1b73da4549a0cf1abb0ffbb817%7C0%7C0%7C639126061123790430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0MX0rd8CSCWAo%2BaXOHk7vhADgnnCsNQDe5abgKQYyAc%3D&reserved=0
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worked in academia as Head of Food Science and Nutrition Department, leading the university 

curriculum reform and modernization in food safety and nutrition. 

 

 

 

Ms. Penny Rogers 

Agriculture, food & drink attaché 

British High Commission in India 

 

 

Penny Rogers is the United Kingdom’s agriculture, food & drink attaché to India, based at the British 

High Commission in New Delhi. Penny represents the UK’s Department for Environment, Food & Rural 

Affairs and leads on aspects of SPS market access and agri-food trade policy. Penny is looking forward 

to enhanced UK-India cooperation on key issues such as food safety because of the forthcoming UK-

India Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Vikramsinha Deshmukh  

General Manager Corporate Quality Excellence- CoE  

Dharampal Satyapal Limited 

 

Quality Management Leader with over two decades of experience into Manufacturing Quality, Food 

Safety and Regulatory compliance with Implementation of emerging technology across product 

development to commercialization for Food FMCG, Beverage, Specialised Nutrition, Nutraceutical 

products to achieve product superiority in regulated market. 

 

 

 

Mr. Ashwin Desikan  

Co-Founder and Chief Technical Officer (CTO)  

Atsuya Technologies 

 

 

Ashwin has over 20 years of work experience across industries such as Financial Services, 

Logistics, and Energy. A BS graduate in Electrical and Electronics Engineering, he has managed cross-

functional teams in software architecture and development. He has previously held positions at 

Infosys and consulted with Bank of America. His passion for engineering to solve problems led him to 

develop and deliver disruptive innovations for a wide range of industries. As the Chief Technology 

Officer at Atsuya Technologies, Ashwin drives the technology wing of India’s only vertically integrated  
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know-how-to-hardware-to-software company. He has spearheaded the development of the AOne TM 

platform - A self-learning and self-healing AI-enabled platform that enables better management and 

control of business operations. His efforts are focused towards leveraging IoT and AI technologies to 

help businesses achieve sustainability through operational excellence. 

 

 

Dr. Rashida Vapiwala  

Founder 

LabelBlind® Solutions Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, India 

 

With over two decades of expertise in food science, nutrition, and regulatory compliance, Dr. Rashida 

Vapiwala is a pioneer in digitizing domestic and exports food labelling regulations for the modern era. 

As the Founder of LabelBlind® Solutions Pvt. Ltd., she has built FoLSol ® - India’s 1st digital food 

labelling solution and the country’s first AI-led digital label validation model — groundbreaking  

 solutions empowering leading food businesses to achieve precision, compliance, and consumer trust. 

A recognised authority in domestic and global food labelling standards — spanning packaged foods, 

health supplements, and nutraceuticals — Rashida blends scientific rigour with digital innovation to 

transform how the food industry navigates regulatory landscapes. Career Achievements 

• Principal Investigator for the FSSAI Threshold Study of Nutrients in Packaged Food, which shaped 

India’s Front-of-Pack Labelling Regulation. 

• Creator of India’s first digital packaged food rating system, setting new benchmarks for transparency 

and consumer awareness. 

• Author of four industry-first national reports including the Clean Label Report on Indian Packaged 

Food (2021) and India Protein Diversity Report (2021), Regulatory Labelling Compliance in the 

Nutraceutical and Health Supplements (2024), Study of Labelling Claims in India’s Packaged Food 

Industry (2026) Awards & Recognition 

• Named among NITI Aayog’s 75 Womenpreneurs shaping India’s future in its 75th year of 

independence. 

• Member, ASCI’s Panel of Food Experts. 

• Recipient of the UGC Junior Research Fellowship and Dr. K.U. Naram Award for academic excellence. 

Academic & Professional Credentials 

• PhD in Food Science & Nutrition 

• Executive Diploma in Food Regulatory Affairs 

• Qualified QMS 9001:2018 Internal Auditor (TÜV Nord) 

• Certified Nutrigenomic Counsellor (DNALife, South Africa) 

• Specialised training in Nutrition Research Methods (Harvard & Tufts collaboration) and Food 

Fortification (GAIN, USA). With a mission to make food safer, labelling smarter, and compliance 

seamless, Dr. Rashida Vapiwala stands at the forefront of integrating science, technology, and 

regulation to redefine the future of food. 
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1415 - 1515 hrs | Plenary Session 2  

Next-Gen Food Packaging: Safety, Sustainability and Regulatory Perspectives 

 

 

Mr. Sunil Bakshi 

Advisor 

National Dairy Development Board 

Former Advisor (Regulations and Codex) 

Food Safety & Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

 

• Postgraduate in Dairy Sciences (Dairy Bacteriology).  

• Associated with dairy sector for more than 30 years: 

- Initially worked in dairy processing industry for close to 2 decades with diverse responsibilities 

ranging from quality assurance, production and works operations. 

- For over a decade (2001-2014) at National Dairy Development Board (NDDB), was involved in 

the development of dairy related policies and regulations at the domestic and international 

level, and implementation of food safety & quality initiatives in dairy value chain.  

• Associated with food safety regulatory ecosystem for 8 years: 

At the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) during 2015-2023 as Advisor (Codex 

and Regulations), actively contributed to the evolution of the new food safety regulatory 

ecosystem in the country. Specific major assignments, among others, included: 

- coordinating work related to development of food safety regulations under the Food Safety 

and Standards Act, 2006;  

- providing technical support to various functions of FSSAI on matters pertaining to milk and 

milk products;  

- coordinating all activities related to India’s formal engagement with Codex Alimentarius 

Commission, in the capacity of National Codex Contact Point (NCCP),  

- representing India as the Codex Regional Coordinator for Asian Region (2015-2020), and 

chairing the 21st Session of the FAO-WHO Coordinating Committee for Asia (2019).  

• As food safety and regulatory expert, participated in various projects at national (domestic food 

safety regulations) and international (Codex Alimentarius) level.  

• Had been a member of the WHO Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Food Safety during 2021-2023 

• Currently (post-retirement) associated with NDDB as Advisor 

 

 

 

Mr. Chitransh Juneja  

Business Development Lead- Sustainability & Circular Economy  

Reliance Industries Limited 
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Chitransh is Lead Business Development in Sustainability & Circular Economy at Reliance Industries 

Limited (RIL), where he focuses on driving strategic brand partnerships. With over 13 years of techno-

commercial experience in the plastics and polymers industry, he possesses a deep understanding of 

masterbatches, compounding, and flexible packaging across 

both domestic and international markets. Prior to joining RIL in 2024, Chitransh held key roles at 

organizations such as ALOK Masterbatches, EnerPlastics Dubai, and Constantia Flexibles, where he 

served as the Regional Sales Head (North) & responsible for handling major FMCG brands. His 

academic background is equally distinguished, holding a Engineering in Plastics Technology and a 

PGDM in Marketing & Strategy (Gold Medallist) from IMT Ghaziabad. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Nikhil Patkar 

Portfolio Manager- South Asian Markets 

Tetra Pak India Pvt. Ltd. 

 

Nikhil Patkar is a Portfolio Manager for South Asian Markets at Tetra Pak, where he has contributed his 

expertise for over 12 years. With more than 25 years of extensive professional experience, he 

specializes in project management, program management, product development, and marketing. In 

his current role, he oversees the deployment of new product innovations across India, Sri Lanka, and 

Bangladesh. 

Nikhil holds an MBA in Marketing from Symbiosis International University (SCMHRD) and a degree in 

Mechanical Engineering from Pune University. Additionally, he is a certified professional in Product 

Management from CMI, UK, and a certified Project Manager through IPMA. 

 

 

 

Ms. Swati Gupta  

Senior Manager  

Open Innovation and Packaging Development  

Amway Global Services India Pvt Ltd 

 

 

With over 27 years of experience in packaging development, packaging line start-ups, and launch 

planning, I've had the opportunity to work across a range of industries -from household pesticides and 

crop protection to pharma, FMCG, and nutraceuticals. My journey involved close collaboration with 

institutions like IIP and industry partners, focusing on value engineering, sustainable packaging, and 

driving innovation across the packaging value chain." 
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Mr. Rakesh Shah  

Advisor- Public Affairs & Sustainability  

UFlex Ltd 

 

Mr. Rakesh Shah is a management professional who has long experience of managing businesses. He 

took his Mechanical Engineering degree in 1969. Mr. Shah is Member, Institution of Engineers 

(Mechanical) and a Chartered Engineer. 

 

Mr. Shah is Advisor – Public Affairs and Sustainability to Uflex Limited, Packaging Divisions. 

Mr. Rakesh Shah is currently President of Indian Plastics Institute. His association with IPI goes back 

over two decades. 

Mr. Shah is a member of the Advisory Committee of All India Plastics Manufacturers Association’s 

Arvind Mehta Technology and Entrepreneurship Centre.  

He has served as the Chairman of Northern Regional Committee of Indian Institute of Packaging and 

Member of its Governing Body and is a member of its Northern Regional Committee. 

In his career spanning over 5 decades, he has worked across various business functions and is a 

renowned business leader. Of this, he has served packaging industry for over 40 years. He has long 

experience of management of collaborations in cross-cultural environments. 

Mr. Shah set up the wholly owned subsidiary of the world leader German flexible packaging machinery 

giant Windmöller & Hölscher KG in 1995. He served as Managing Director of Windmöller & Hölscher 

India Pvt. Ltd. for over 20 years. He established the Company as a leading supplier of flexible packaging 

and PP woven fabric machinery in India and as a major international Service and Spare Parts 

management hub of the parent company. Mr. Shah has made significant contribution to the promotion 

and growth of advanced packaging technologies in India. 

Prior to this he was Executive Director of Lohia Packaging Machines, a division of Lohia Starlinger, now 

Lohia Corp. He played a key role in introducing and widely establishing Circular Weaving technology 

for HDPE/ PP woven fabrics and bags in India. This was a disruptive introduction in the Indian market 

at that time. 

As one of a two-member team, Mr. Shah executed technology transfer for the first phase of LML Vespa 

Scooters from Piaggo of Italy and played a key role in setting up the initial manufacturing facility for 

scooters. 

Mr. Shah is a Professional Certified Coach and management thinker and contributes regularly to 

professional journals on a wide range of topics of industry’s interest. 

As the founder of Probity Consultants, he is engaged in Consulting businesses, and in Coaching. 
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Ms. Pallavi MB  

Senior Manager, Sustainability Policy & Advocay, Rest of Asia 

region 

Saudi Basic Industries Corporation (SABIC) 

 

Pallavi MB is a Senior Manager in the Sustainability Policy & Advocacy team at SABIC. She leads 

sustainability initiatives across India and South & Northeast Asia and is based at the SABIC Technology 

Centre in Bangalore. A Polymer Engineer by education, she brings extensive experience across 

technology & innovation and intellectual property functions. 

 

 

 

 

Ms Devavnshi Kapadia (Virtual) Food-Contact Manager  

Division recycling technology  

Starlinger & Co Gesellschaft 

 

 

Devavnshi is a Food Contact Manager at Starlinger & Co GmbH, where they specialize in machinery for 

the use of recycled materials for direct food contact applications across PET and non-PET systems. In 

this role, she acts as an interface between industry stakeholders, supporting customers and global 

brand owners in navigating regulatory requirements, challenges tests, and following development of 

food contact standards across different markets. Her work includes managing EFSA submissions, 

overseeing challenge tests, and contributing to cross company research initiatives. She is actively 

involved in industry working groups and brings a strong focus on regulatory compliance, Good 

Manufacturing Practices, and the safe integration of recycling technologies into food-grade 

applications.  

Prior to this, Devavnshi worked in testing system management at ZKW Group, where she coordinated 

international testing and technology projects and supported global teams in the standardization and 

development of testing systems. Devavnshi holds a Master’s degree in Polymer Technologies from 

Johannes Kepler University Linz, Austria and brings international industry experience from India, 

where she worked in development and process engineering for injection-moulded components. With 

a background that combines materials science, process engineering, and regulatory expertise, 

Devavnshi contributes a practical and globally informed perspective on the future of sustainable and 

foodsafe plastics. 
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Shri A P Das Joshi, IAS  

Secretary  

Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI)  

Government of India 

 

Service: Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Assam-Meghalaya Cadre (1994 Batch). 

Current Position: Secretary, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India (Since 4th July 

2025). 

Over his distinguished career in the Indian Administrative Service (1994 batch, Assam- Meghalaya 

cadre), Shri Avinash Joshi has held several pivotal assignments at both the Centre and in the states of 

Assam and Gujarat. At the Government of India, he has served as Additional Secretary in the 

Department of Personnel & Training (2024-2025), Managing Director in ONGC Petro additions Limited  

 in the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (2017-2019), and Director in the Department of Commerce 

(2012-2013). In his cadre and inter-cadre postings, he has held leadership roles including Additional 

Chief Secretary, Home & Political Department, Assam (2024); Principal Secretary for Health & Family  

 sssssssWelfare, Environment & Forests, Excise, Disaster Management, Water Resources, Mines & 

Minerals, Sports & Youth Affairs and Public Health Engineering (2019-2024). 

Earlier in his career, he served as Commissioner, Panchayats and Rural Development, Mission Director 

of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup and Dhubri districts in Assam. He was 

also District Collector and Magistrate of Sabarkantha in Gujarat and held significant assignments in 

education, water resources, and personnel training and gained extensive experience across 

governance, public administration, infrastructure, social development, and resource management. 


